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1. Orpanizational secretaries of the SED for all Soviet Zone linder were
called to Berlin on 27 May 1948 to report the rrosress of the Volke-
begehren, liax Pechner and Frana Dahlam presided over the meeting at
vhieh {1lheln Pieck and Irich Gniffke were rrosent for soveral hours.
Thoe main discussion dealt with orcanizational shorteoningas, difficul-
ties axrerisnced throughout the Soviet Zome in collecting sipmatures
for the Volkshegelwen, and the future functions of the People's Commit~
tees (Volksausschiisso). :

2, Dahlem explained that these comiittees, formed to earry out the Feople's
Initiative had a further mission not yet properly understood by lower
grﬁy headquartors. The Initiative is only one astage of a lons bitter

tile for Gerrmany. The next question will ba an Mocoupation statute
of the reace treaty". The Volksrat will wehemently oppose the statute.
By proposing a peace treaty and withdrawal of troops, the Ruasians are
;lready vinning great support and will greatly embarress tho Western
owers,

3. Dahlem continued by saying that the Job now is to build up the Jowest
units, the People's Committess, as the foundation and the framework first
for the Volksrat, and later for the national movement. Thev rmst be eg-
tablished at once in every ciiy, borough, and precinot, in viliages, fac-
tories, and home groups. -The Second Volkskongress wiﬁ b labsled "unity",
the next will be "peace treaty and withdrawal of ocoupation treops". He
emphasized that the cormittess are to represent all parties and mass orgasi-
gations but "their prime task is to push back and parslyze ths reactionary

wings of the bourgeois partiea.

4. Pechmer added that t-e "mm#ttees rust becone the bestweapon for achiev-
ing our will down to the lowest level®, ‘
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Home group oomniittees are almost non-existant
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of great help) v
Ilsgal committess exist in the western sectors of Berlin
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